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protest to my stand he performed a stunt. Katsura said that he was
going to resign because of the Seiyukai opposition under my com-
mand. No sooner had he made that gesture when Yamagata and
Matsukata finished this melodrama for him by saying that in time of
pending national crisis a change of Ministry would be most undesirable
and that Katsura must be persuaded to stay to carry on his policies.
Premier Katsura didn't intend to resign at all."
"Genro, that was the reason for his gesture, huh?"
"Yes, so in the last scene Yamagata and Matsukata in the capacity
of Genro requested a formal audience with His Majesty and at it they
recommended that I should be given the Privy Council Presidency and
withdraw from politics. The Emperor granted their request and sum-
moned me to the palace and commanded me to take your duty,"
"Huh, Genro Ito, you seem to have no choice, but as to my Seiyukai
leadership, I'll leave the matter to the party executives."
After he had lighted another cigar, Ito asked Saionji: "Don't you
think I have done enough?"
He bent his fingers one by one, beginning with the thumb. "I was
Premier, one, two, three, four times, and if I serve the Privy Council
as President now—that makes three times there. And—"
"Yes, you have served more important offices than any other states-
man," said Saionji.
"And the Imperial Constitution and the Sino-Nipponese wartime
leadership—"
"Huh, many other posts, too."
Genro Ito saw that his guest was bored, but he was angling for
words of praise which were hard to get from Saionji.
The Genro came out openly:
"Why is it, Saionji-san, the people don't seem to appreciate my
unselfish efforts?"
"Huh, they certainly do, but your accomplishments are so numerous
and every move you have made was vital. The public is too busy to
identify you with any of your monumental works separately,"
"Do you think so?"
"Yes, I do." Saionji spoke emphatically, at last realizing his host's
purpose in recounting his tasks,
Ito was much pleased,
"Saionji-san, how about a little meriymaking with the geishas?"
"Huh, I am sorry, but I don't care much for a big noisy party."
"We can make it a quiet affair, two and two, you know.W
well, 'only great men are fond of die fair sex,' don't they say so?1*

